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(fig. 39). and an exemplar was also displayed in the Horfus Publicus of the
university of Leiden. In the partially imaginary and at any rate posthumous
Cahinet of Curiosities with Abraham Ortelius and Justus Lipsiws by Frans
Francken I {fig: 30), we also see a blowfish between the rich collection of
dried fish species and Crustacea. Aldrovandi's Namura picta also contained
an illustration of a giant blowfish.* A unique example of a dried blowfish,
which may have come from the renowned Tradescant collection, can still be
admired in the Museum of the History of Science in Oxford (fig. 40)%
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occasion of official ceremonies. The blazon
of this falling angel is comically spotted and
wielding during its descent, however, accen-
tuating its vain attempts to resist eternal
condemnation. In striking contrast with
the straight wind instruments of the falling
angels, the four music-making good angels
sound out their triumph on curved brass
trumpets [5, 6, 28, 29l similar to those in
Early Netherlandish paintings of the Laat
Judgment by Rogier van der Weyden and
others.

Sundial

Anather falling angel wears a sort of double
breastplate worked into a sundial 3ol
Although only a fragment is depicted, its
whitishyellow color clearly evokes a parti-
cular type of sundial that in the sixteenth century was mainly produced in
Nuremberg, but also in Flanders (fig. 47). This type of portable clock is put
together like a diptych and is made of ivory from African elephants, with
black and red inscriptions. The inside of the lower wing contains an aspec-
tarium or compass, consisting of a more deeply embedded bronze plate and
needle. A cord indicator or gnemen is typically fastened to the lower wing,
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